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has the appearance of being built, like most of the houses
of the town, of unbaked mud.
Germans as hospitable as their compatriots at;Assur
received us at Babylon, and showed what they, working on
the same thorough plan as their comrades, have uncovered
of the greatest city of the ancient world.
Three great mon-nds, or sets of mounds, cover the ruins
of Babylon, viz. Babil, Kasr (the palace mound), and Amran,
It is the centre one of these that is now being excavated;
though what has been uncovered is little but the founda-
tions and basements of buildings, or in many cases nothing
but the " matrices " from which every single burnt brick
has been removed. The city has been used as a brick-
quarry for centuries, Baghdad and various other towns being*,
built almost entirely from this material; and it is a rather
melancholy reflection that, when the Germans have finished
their work, it is most probable that every brick they have
uncovered will follow the others in the course of a few years,
No matter how deep they bury them, they will be dug up,
for good burnt building material commands its price in a
city like Baghdad. One must get what consolation one can
from the fact that at least good and accurate plans of the
whole will be available.
All the buildings of the central mound are uncovered
now, presenting to the casual visitor the appearance of
a mere bewildering maze of brickwork, in which it is very
easy to get lost, though all is clear enough to the expert eyes
of the guide. Practically all that has been found is of the
date of Nebuchadnezzar; for only one building above
ground is the work of his father, Nabopolassar, and the
most systematic borings have found nothing below.
At first sight it is strange that a city which was ancient
in the days of Abraham should have no monuments older,
than those of a man who came very late in her history, and
was in fact a sort of Louis XIV of Chaldaea ; but there is
an historical explanation of the fact. Babylon was utterly
destroyed by Sennacherib of Assyria at about the time
Rome was in building, it being the intention of that ruler
that no man should dwell there more. This was his punish-